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OMAPFlashInstaller_4.10.zip. NEW DELHI: For Sonia Gandhi, 2014 will be

remembered for being a year of “jaane kya neeche” (what shall I do) and working on
every aspect of the Congress’ poll campaign. For Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, it will be

remembered for leading in as many as 43 constituencies in a single election — the first
time in the country’s electoral history that a sitting member of Parliament or his wife was
the main challenger for the family and a party-led campaign to defeat the sitting member.
In a rare political event, some Congress leaders have openly admitted that the Aam Admi
Party (AAP) has won the 2014 Lok Sabha elections on the strength of a grass-roots anti-
incumbency wave of the kind the Congress did not face till 2014. The Congress is learnt
to have spent at least Rs 20 crore on poll campaigning as the AAP’s electioneering was

paltry. The vote share of the Congress has also dipped below 30% for the first time in the
electoral history of the party. “The Congress’ traditional vote share was around 40-45% to

this day. This time, barring West Bengal, it was below 30%,” said a senior Congress
leader. “The main reason for this election result was anti-incumbency; people did not like

Sonia and her government. Congress’ image and she struggled to connect with people.”
While the party has organised a series of programmes around this, it remains to be seen
how influential they were, how much of a force they will be in the years ahead. “Soniaji

has done everything — from being the architect of the Aam Aadmi Party, to campaigning
in Assam, to strategising the election,” said an AAP leader on condition of anonymity. The
AAP leader pointed to the fact that the Congress didn’t allow the AAP to take active part

in the campaign, till late on election night. The Congress blame their defeat on several
factors. First, the image that the Congress had was projected as a faction-ridden party

which was irrelevant and ineffective. The family-centric politics, including the
appointments of Sonia, Priyanka and Rahul, were also used against them. And finally
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