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Serial..Mitral valve replacement is not associated with
increased risk of death after emergent or urgent

sternotomy for acute myocardial infarction. Transient
increases in pulmonary capillary wedge pressure or
mean pulmonary artery pressures often occur after

mitral valve surgery. The pulmonary wedge pressure has
been shown to be an independent predictor of death in

patients with acute myocardial infarction. This study
investigated the association between these increases in
pulmonary capillary wedge pressure or mean pulmonary

artery pressures and increased risk of death. A case-
control analysis was performed of 118 patients who had
mitral valve replacement surgery after acute myocardial

infarction and 57 matched control subjects. Two to 6
days before or after the operation, pulmonary wedge
pressures and mean pulmonary artery pressures were
measured by pulmonary artery catheterization in the

patients. Analysis included the occurrence of 30-day or
in-hospital postoperative mortality. There were no

significant differences in the frequency of pulmonary
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wedge pressure and mean pulmonary artery pressures
> or =20 mm Hg, > or =20 to or =30 to or =40 to or
=50 mm Hg at any time before or after the operation

between the patients and control subjects. The
frequency of pulmonary wedge pressures > or =20 mm
Hg before the operation was also similar between the

patients and control subjects. In-hospital postoperative
mortality for patients with mitral valve replacement was
10.2% (12 of 118) and 29.8% (17 of 57) for the patients
and control subjects (odds ratio 0.34, 95% confidence
interval 0.14 to 0.84), respectively. The frequency of
patients who died and control subjects who died with

pulmonary wedge pressures
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