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survival lawsuit that claims Miramar City
officials covered up a toxic air plume at

Miramar Medical Center, which killed a mother
of six who had recently gone into labor and

was admitted to the hospital. The city of
Miramar paid out $2 million to settle a

wrongful death and survival claim Tuesday
against Miramar City Hall filed on behalf of the
family of a woman who died in January 2008
of asthma caused by exposure to polluted air

at Miramar Medical Center. Family of the
woman, who had gone into labor and was
admitted to Miramar Medical Center near
Southeast 17th Street on Jan. 28, 2008,

contended that Miramar city officials covered
up the health threat created by the pollution
generated by the hospital's asthma intensive
care unit. "Miramar officials kept our mother

sick and vulnerable, overprotected her,
protected the hospital, and gave the

impression that everything was fine at the
medical center. What is particularly disturbing
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is that the city had all the facts about the air
at the hospital and knew about it for years
and did nothing about it," said the family's
attorney, William D. Hawkins Jr., of Seattle.
Settlement for the woman's family came a

year to the day after Miramar officials settled
a similar case for $2.5 million, but the

payments were paid with city funds, which, by
law, cannot be used to settle a lawsuit. The

city of Miramar paid the $2 million and settled
the claims of seven other families that were

involved in the lawsuit. The woman in
question was initially admitted to Miramar

Medical Center in June 2007 and released in
November. She was readmitted on Jan. 28,

2008, and died on Feb. 4. During the week of
Jan. 28 to Feb. 4, the woman underwent five
surgeries at the hospital, during which her
breathing was monitored with CPAP, short
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