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7US Attorney General Jeff Sessions made the announcement after asking US lawmakers to vote on “consequences” against Russia for hacking the US presidential election. “The United States will not tolerate foreign interference in our election,” Sessions said. “I have great confidence in the
men and women of the Department of Justice to see that those responsible for criminal activity are punished,” he told reporters. Sessions noted that the US Congress “has passed laws intended to deter such activity,” but the Trump administration will decide whether to implement them.
Earlier on Tuesday, US President Donald Trump’s pick to head the FBI said he does not believe Russia intervened in the US election to help his candidacy. “It does not appear to me… that it was designed to help Donald Trump win the election,” Christopher Wray told the Senate Intelligence
Committee. “But I don’t want to make any conclusions about that… that’s why we investigate to find out,” he added. In June, CIA director Mike Pompeo accused Moscow of “declared war against American democracy.” The CIA director, who was appointed by Trump, said that Russia had a
“decades-long program to hack the US political system.” Russian President Vladimir Putin had said in March that the country “will not carry out cyber-attacks against the US.” In June, the UN Security Council condemned the alleged meddling as a “flagrant violation of international law.”
Sessions also said he would be sending other top Justice officials, including Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein and FBI director Christopher Wray, to brief the Senate on the matter. Allegations have been leveled at the Trump campaign for alleged links to the Russian operatives who
hacked US Democrats during the US presidential race. Other investigations, conducted by special counsel Robert Mueller, have accused Russian government hackers of targeting the presidential election. The special counsel, tasked with investigating allegations of Russian meddling in the
2016 election,
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