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can be even more hectic.Improved access to antiviral drug for treatment of hepatitis B
PTI | Published: 19-Sep-2018 05:01:00 China has successfully treated a total of 1333
patients with hepatitis B virus (HBV) chronic infection by the new drug tenofovir tablets,
saving an estimated 5.4 billion yuan ($8.69 billion) over the last decade, according to
the annual report issued by the National Health Commission on the achievements of the
nation’s Anti-HBV Action Plan (2017-2035) in 2018. The annual report also showed that
the national incidence of HBV-related diseases declined by 3.9 per cent year on year,
while the ratio of anti-HBV vaccine to the population in southern China decreased by
two percentage points to 24.5 per cent, driven by an increase in the coverage of
hepatitis B vaccine among newborns. The total number of reported cases of HBV-
related diseases in 2018 was 2,892,000, down by 38,000 from 3,210,000 in 2017. The
average mortality rate was 0.17 per 100,000 people, down by 0.02 per cent from 0.17
per 100,000 in 2017. According to the report, there are eight provinces and two
municipalities that account for 70 per cent of all reported cases of hepatitis B in China,
which are Guangdong, Jiangxi, Zhejiang, Hebei, Shanxi, Yunnan, Guizhou, Chongqing
and Henan. The incidence of HBV-
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